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Share your innovation in:
• Sensory Integration research  
• Sensory integrative practice  
• Sensory Integration professional development 
and education 

Abstracts are welcomed from everyone with 
expertise and professional experience in Ayres 
Sensory Integration®. Practitioners, researchers, 
and educators are encouraged to submit ab-
stracts relevant to contemporary Ayres Sensory 
Integration® theory and practice. 
Presenting at this conference will give you a Eu-
ropean platform to share your ideas. Addition-
ally, you will have the opportunity to influence 
the worldwide direction of Ayres Sensory Inte-
gration® over the next decade. 
Attending this conference will give you an op-
portunity to network with occupational thera-
pists passionate about Ayres’ Sensory Integra-
tion from all over Europe. Additionally, attendees 
will get a comprehensive up-date on the latest 
developments in Sensory Integration theory,    
research, and practice. 

Conference Objectives:
Offer a platform for exchange and debate of cur-
rent thinking and future direction of Ayres Sen-
sory Integration® within Europe 
Contribute to the continued development of ex-
pertise in Ayres Sensory Integration® within Eu-
rope  
Facilitate collaboration of occupational thera-
pists and other health care professionals in the 
area of Ayres Sensory Integration® practice, re-
search and education within in Europe 
Establish a research agenda focusing on Ayres 
Sensory Integration®, which is relevant to the 
European context and at the same time consid-
ers international research strategies and national 
research plans 
 We are looking forward to your abstract submis-
sions & meeting you in person in Portugal in May 
2011, 

The Scientific Committee  

Moving Forward in Sensory Integration Theory, Practice &Research: 
An Agenda for the Next Decade

Dear colleagues.
It is both a privilege and a pleasure to in-
vite you to participate in the 2nd Euro-
pean Sensory Integration Congress - Al-
garve, Portugal 27th – 29th May 2011.
You will meet interesting colleagues, among 
both speakers and participants, experience a 
scientific program representing a wide range 
of sensory integration fields, and enjoy the 
opportunity to join workshops and social 
events with colleagues from across Europe.
The congress will be hosted by 7Senses Associa-
tion under the auspices of the future European 
Federation of Ayres Sensory Integration® As-
sociations, in collaboration with the national SI 
organizations AEIS (Spain), ELEAO (Greece), GSIÖ 
(Austria), SI-Network (UK/Ireland), SITY (Finland). 
There will be lectures, symposia and paper/
poster presentations on a wide variety of 
themes. The A. Jean Ayres Ehxibition  Hall 
will feature designers, suppliers and authors 
of sensory integration products and edu-
cational materials. In additional a  pre-con-
gressional workshop will also be organized.
The 2ECSI will be held at Cs Hotels and Re-
sorts, in Herdade dos Salgados, Algarve, only a 
five minutes walk to a beautiful local beaches.
We hope you all consider bringing your family.
The hotel offers free facilities for your 
children while you are at the congress.
The opening ceremony will be held at Cs Con-
gress Palace Algarve, in the evening of May 26th
For updates on progress of congress preparations, 
please go to our website: www.icesi-eu.com/
news, in order to receive all available informa-
tion and developments regarding the program.
Please contact us if you have any sugges-
tions or questions about the congress.
See you in Algarve, May 2011!

Paulo Fernandes
President of the 2nd European
Sensory Integration Congress



Committee of Honour

Scientific Committee

Elisabeth Soechting, M.A., GSIÖ - Austria

Dr Erna Imperatore Blanche, PhD, ass. Prof USC - USA
Dr Dido Green, PhD, Tel Aviv Univ - England

Dr Lisa Test, OTD, LA School District - USA
Dr Gustavo Reinoso - PhD - Advance Therapy Systems - UK

Andrea Hasselbusch, M.A., cand PhD, Bournemouth Univ - Germany/England
Annie Sampsonidou, M.A., Synergasia - Greece

Beatriz Matesanz, M.A., AEIS - Spain
Helen Lynch , M.A., cand PhD, Univ College Cork - Ireland
Helena Tigerstedt, M.A., cand PhD, Univ Turku - Finland

Joaquim Faias, Cand PhD, Director OT program Porto - Portugal

Congress Organization Committee
Paulo Fernandes, OT - Portugal
Päivi Danner, OT,  M.A. - Finland

Isabelle Beaudry, OT - Spain
Patricia Begedas, OT - Portugal

Sandra Pedro, OT - Portugal

Local Committee
Patricia Martins, OT - Portugal
Susana Pereira, OT - Portugal

Vera Pinto, OT - Portugal
Marco Leão, OT - Portugal

Patricia Andrade , OT - Portugal
Carla Silva, OT - Portugal

Sofia Cunha, OT - Portugal

Congress Committees

 Susanne Smith Roley MS, OTR/L FAOTA
Project Director for the Comprehensive Program 

in Sensory Integration

 Director of Education and Research at 
Pediatric Therapy Network

Zoe Mailloux, MA, OTR/L, FAOTA
Executive Director of Administration & Research at 

Pediatric Therapy Network



Keynote Speakers

Dr Erna Imperatore Blanche 
Erna Imperatore Blanche, PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA, is an occupational therapist, USC/WPS Instructor, and Asso-
ciate Professor in the Department of Occupational Science and Occupational Therapy.  She is the co-found-
er and co-owner of Therapy West, a pediatric clinic in Los Angeles, specializing in sensory integration and 
serving over 400 clients per week. Dr. Blanche received her basic training in occupational therapy at the 
University of Chile (Santiago, Chile) and later earned her Masters in Special Education at Columbia Univer-
sity. She received a Ph.D. in Occupational Science at USC. She is an expert in pediatric occupational therapy 
and interventions based on occupational science. She has co-authored several core books  in Sensory Inte-
gration and has published numerous articles in English and Spanish on the topics of play and wellness and 
issues in clinical practice. Her research interests are in the areas of play, clinical evaluation of children with 
developmental disabilities including autism, and the relationship between sensory processing and lifestyle 
choices. Dr. Blanche has lectured internationally in more than 20 countries.   

 Dr Diane Parham 
Diane Parham, PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA, is highly regarded for her work on Sensory Integration and on play as 
occupation. As a faculty member at the University of Southern California (USC), she became a key orga-
nizer of the groundbreaking Ph.D. program in Occupational Science, and more recently, the Doctor of Oc-
cupational Therapy (OTD) degree program. She is a founding member of the Sensory Integration Research 
Collaborative. Her research interests lie primarily in the areas of physiological and behavioral correlates of 
sensory modulation difficulties, measurement of sensory integrative problems in children, sensory integra-
tion and  praxis problems in autism, and design of sensory-based interventions in occupational therapy 
for children. Dr. Parham was the Primary Investigator in a study addressing Outcoms of Sensory-Based 
Intervention after Birth Trauma, and of a a study on Occupational Science-Based Training in Pediatric Oc-
cupational Therapy. She is first author of the recently published, norm-based Sensory Processing Measure 
(SPM), which provides scaled scores on sensory processing, motor planning, and social participation of 
children aged 5-12 years.  Dr. Parham is currently Professor and Director of the Occupational Therapy Pro-
gram, University of New Mexico 

Dr Roseann Schaaf 
Roseann Schaaf, Ph.D., OTR/L, FAOTA is an occupational therapist, USC/WPS Instructor, and Associ-
ate Professor and Vice Chairman in the Department of Occupational Therapy at Thomas Jefferson Uni-
versity in Philadelphia where she teaches neuroscience, pediatrics, leadership and clinical courses. She 
is co-author of several core books on sensory integration. Dr. Schaaf has a doctorate in neurosciences. 
Among her primary research interests are physiological measures of sensory processing disorders. Re-
cently she was awarded a grant from Autism Speaks to study the effectiveness of occupational therapy 
using sensory strategies with children with autism. In addition, Dr. Schaaf stays in touch with clinical 
practice in her own private practice. She lectures nationally and internationally, and participants benefit 
greatly from her 30 years of clinical and research experience. Dr. Schaaf is especially recognized for her 
ability to explain complex concepts in a practical way and to apply research findings to clinical practice.  

Presentations:
Fri, 27th - 9h00 - Biological and Neurophysiological Foundations of Sensory Integration and Practice: 		
	                      Reviewing the Evidence (Schaaf)
	      11H00 - Assessing coordination problems: from developmental coordination disorder to sensory     	
	                        based dyspraxia (Imperatore Blanche)

Sat, 28th - 11h00 - Effectiveness of Sensory Integration Intervention: Reviewing the Evidence  (Schaaf)
	         16H00 - Fidelity of Ayres Sensory Integration: Old Problems and New Developments  (Parham)

Sun, 29th - 11h00 - What Does Play Have to Do With Sensory Integration? The relationship between sen	
		             sory processing and activity choices  (Parham/I. Blanche)
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Photo Exhibithion

The Spirit Within: Stories from the Autism Spectrum by Shay McAtee .
“As an occupational therapist, I have had the pleasure of working with children for over 30 years, includ-
ing those on the autism spectrum. In talking to parents in waiting rooms, during treatment sessions and in 
family meetings, a common theme has been their desire to have their child seen and appreciated for who 
they truly are, while continuing to help them achieve their highest potential”.

A. Jean Ayres Exhibition Hall:  
Innovative Equipment, Products & Resources 

The exhibition hall will provide authors, 
designers and suppliers an opportunity to 
share their products. Products displayed 
may include sensory integration equip-
ment (such as swings, ball cushions), soft-
ware, training materials, assessment tools, 
information packages, books, DVDs and 
other resources. Exhibitors will be able to 
demonstrate their products, put up post-
ers, present a DVD/ Video, or show their 
product to attendees. Universities, Educa-
tionals programs and  National SI orga-
nizations, may also consider setting up a 
display of their activities.

Posters



Video Contest

Term: 
The 2nd European Sensory Integration Congress Video Contest (2ESICVC) begins March 1, 2011, and ends 
May 15, 2011. By submitting an entry, each contestant agrees to the rules of the contest and states that 
they are 18 years old or older.

 Goal:
The goal is to showcase original videos that educate the general public about sensory integration
Who may enter:
Any participant of the 2nd European Sensory Integration Congress.
What to enter:
The videos should be related  by any way to Sensory Integration.
The goal is to showcase original videos that educate the general public about sensory integration

How to enter:
 In order for a video submission to be eligible, the video team must submit the following items together to 
the 2ESICVC: 
1. 2ESICVC Entry Form (The entry form is available on the Congress  website: www.icesi-eu.com.) 
2. Hard copy of the video (See the “Video Requirements” section of this document for more details.) 
3. Please mail the entry form and video to: 
2Ceis – 7senses 
Apartado 1048 – 8701 – 905
Olhão – Portugal

Video Requirements:
• The length of the video must be between 5 - 6 minutes – including opening title information and closing 
credits. Videos longer than 6 minutes will not be eligible for the competition.
• All videos must be original and may not contain content that is inappropriate for general audiences.
• Videos must comply with copyright rules and regulations. Sources of information and materials used (i.e. 
music) must be properly acknowledged and credited in the video. 

Video Format:
• All videos should be submitted on either a DVD, CD.
• Resolution should be at least 640 x 480 pixels.
• Recommended format is MPEG-4 (.m4v/.mp4).
• Other acceptable formats are Quicktime (.mov), Windows AVI (.avi), and Windows Media (.wmv)

Entry deadline: 
All entries must be received through the 2nd European Sensory Integration Congress Video Contest mail till 
May 15th, 2011.

Judging:
Judging will be conducted by the 5 members of the congress organization or any invited by them. Decisions 
of the judges will be final.
The contest is void where prohibited or restricted by law. The 2nd European Sensory Integration Congress 
Video Contest organization reserves the right to cancel the contest or modify these rules at its discretion. 
Decisions of 2ESICVC organization will be final.

Prizes:
The prizes will be announced soon in the Congress Website.



Photo Contest

Term: 
The 2nd European Sensory Integration Congress Photo Contest begins March 1, 2011, and ends May 15, 
2011. By submitting an entry, each contestant agrees to the rules of the contest and states that they are 18 
years old or older.

Who may enter:
Any participant of the 2nd European Sensory Integration Congress.

What to enter:
The photos should be related  by any way to Sensory Integration.
Cropped photos are eligible. We accept digitally or otherwise enhanced or altered photos. 
For a photo in which a person is recognizable, you must secure a model release from the subject or, in the 
case of a minor, the subject’s parent or guardian and provide it to the Organization upon request. A sample 
release is available at http://www.icesi-eu.com/contests.doc. 

How to enter:
Please submit photographs by  mail. Submit no more than seven (7) photographs. 
High-quality scans of non-digital photographs are acceptable. Digital photographs should be taken at the 
highest resolution possible. 

Photographs must be in a .jpeg, .jpg or .gif format. 

Complete a separate form for each photo submitted. 
By entering the contest, entrants grant the The 2nd European Sensory Integration Congress Photo Contest 
organization  a royalty-free, world-wide, perpetual, non-exclusive license to display, distribute, reproduce, 
and create derivative works of the entries, in whole or in part, in any media now existing or subsequently 
developed, for any educational, promotional, publicity, exhibition, archival, scholarly, and all other stan-
dard purposes.  Any photograph reproduced will include a photographer credit as feasible.  The 2nd Euro-
pean Sensory Integration Congress Photo Contest will not be required to pay any additional consideration 
or seek any additional approval in connection with such uses.

Entry deadline: 
All entries must be received through the 2nd European Sensory Integration Congress Photo Contest email 
by 23h59m GMT on May 15, 2011, to our email box – ceis@7senses.pt

Judging:
Judging will be conducted by the 5 members of the congress organization or any invited by them. Decisions 
of the judges will be final.
The contest is void where prohibited or restricted by law. The 2nd European Sensory Integration Congress 
Photo Contest organization reserves the right to cancel the contest or modify these rules at its discretion. 
Decisions of Photo Contest organization will be final.

Prizes:
The prizes will be announced soon in the Congress Website.

More Info:
You can find more information here: http://www.icesi-eu.com/contests.doc



Technical information for Speakers

Language of slides shown 
English 

Projection technique
Video projection in all lecture halls
Slide projection is not possible

Preparation of presentations
Speakers are kindly asked to deliver their presentation at the preview centre at the latest two hours before 
the speech is given. In the preview centre the presentations are uploaded at the “Check-In-Stations”. If there 
are any changes necessary, they should be done on the installed “Preview-Stations” prior to “Check-In”.
It is not possible to bring your presentation directly to the lecture hall. All presentations have to be deliv-
ered to the preview centre. In the preview centre our competent technical staff will be at your disposal.

Format of your presentation
Presentations should be saved as “*.ppt“ (=PowerPoint) or “*.pps“ (=PowerPoint Slideshow)
• file and movies as separate files on the data medium.
The preview centre is optimized for MS Power Point 2007 (Office 2007) and “*.pdf” (Adobe Acrobat)-files.

Poster Presentation 
There will be two poster sessions during the Event:
Fri - 27th 17:30 – 18:30
Sat - 28th 17:30 – 18:30
The presenting authors should be available to stand with their poster during mentioned poster presenta-
tions.
Size of Posters: 90 cm (wide) x 120 cm (high), landscape or portrait format.
This is your opportunity to share your work with an international audience interested in your research.
As soon as your poster is confirmed you will receive further detailed information.
Typically A4 print outs of the poster are provided as handouts, which will have to be considered by the au-
thors when preparing the poster.



Congress Hotel

FACILITIES
•	 228 Accommodation Units
•	 Spa with indoor heated pool, steam bath, 
sauna, treatment rooms.
•	 Hairdresser
•	 Cardio fitness gym
•	 3 outdoor pools (2 for adults and 1 for chil-
dren)
•	 2 Restaurants – 1 À lá Carte and 1 Buffet
•	 3 Bars – 1 pool bar, 1 piano bar, 1 bar with 
games room

AROUND THE HOTEL
•	 Discounts in nearby golf courses green fees
•	 Bike rental
•	 Sports fishing
•	 Scuba Diving & Snorkeling
•	 Boat trips & Catamaran
•	 Sailing & Windsurf
•	 Beach water sports
•	 Canoeing
•	 Water ski and parasailing
•	 Water slide parks
•	 Horse riding
•	 Off-road trips

Within walking distance to Salgados beach and a Nature Re-
serve, the contemporary Golf Hotel overlooks the Salgados Golf 
Course. Aside from offering a range of Golf Packages, the hotel 
also features 5 star leisure facilities that include a health club 
and SPA, indoor swimming pool, tennis, Kids Club, 4 bars and 4 
restaurants. This hotel is also home to Algarve’s largest Congress 

Centre and one of the biggest in the Iberian Peninsula. 

This amazing facility is equipped with cutting-edge technology which includes stage lighting and 2 booths 
for simultaneous translation. Its amazing features include a grand Auditorium with 1518 seats, an open 
plan room with 1000sqms and 15 multifunctional rooms.

Congress Information

Congress Language
The official language of the Congress will be English.

Social Events
To provide you an enjoyable stay we have prepared some unforgettable evening events during the ECEIS.
Official Opening – Thursday 26th May 2011
Official Dinner – Friday 27th May 2011
Closing Ceremony - Sunday 29h May 2011



How to Get There:

From Faro Airport:

GPS:
Long: 8°19’18.89”W
Lat: 37° 5’40.38”N



Registration Information

How to Register
Please visit our congress website at  www.icesi-eu.com and follow the registration guides and  return before 
1st of March to  ceis@7senses.pt, for early bird registrations. Tou can also send your registration form to our 
address : 2Ceis - 7Senses - Apartado 1048 - 8701-905 Olhão - Portugal.
Please note that every participant, including invited persons, speakers and accompanying persons, must 
be registered.

Payment
Payments are required to be made in EURO (€) by bank transfer or paypal system.
Payment by bank transfer must be made to the following account:
Account holder: 7senses
Bank name: BPI
Account number: 0010 0000 40896670002 11
IBAN: PT50 0010 0000 4089 6670 0021 1
SWIFT (BIC): BBPIPTPL

Please indicate the following reference: “CEIS” and your name.

Kindly note that payment by bank transfer can only be accepted until 1st May 2011. 
After this date only direct payment on-site will be accepted.

Registrations Options:
	 Option 1 :  Without Lodge: Inclued coffee breaks and lunch 

	 Option 2 : With Lodge:  This option includes  3 nights (4 in case of pre-conference) with breakfast 
and the use of the hotel facilities such as swiming pools, in the congress 5 stars hotel and there is 4 diferent 
possibilities:
		  Option 2A : Individual Room.
		  Option 2B : Familiy Room . Bring your family with you! They will have full access to the hotel 	
		  facilities, and (for an additional fee) they can access to the lunch. Children will have a spe	
		  cial complimentary program. You just need to choose a family room (1 congress registra	
		  tion needed per reservation). If you need more than 1 room please let us know and we will 	
		  arrange that for you at a price of 120€ night.
		  Option 2C : Double Room. This a option for two persons registration and sharing the same 	
		  room.
		  Option 2D : Find Me a RoomMate. This a option for persons registrations that want´s to 	
		  share a room. The organization will find a roomate for you.

	 Option 3 : Student:  This offer is only valid for undergraduate students.* Not valid with other offers!
	 *The offer includes the entry of three students to the conference, coffee breaks for 3 days, and 		
	 working lunch for 27 to 28. Does not include accommodation. Please attach your proof of student.



Fees

This is the Early Bird Registration Fees, till 1st March, after this date please go to our website.

Pre conference Institute (May 26th)
Without lodge – 80€
With lodge (25th May):
In Double room– 120€
In Individual – 180€

Main Conference (May 27th - 29th)
	 Without lodge – 400€
	 With Lodge (26th – 29th May):
		  In double room – 500€
		  Individual room – 680€
		  Family occupancy – 680€

Pre conference + Main Conference
	 Without lodge – 470€
	 With Lodge (25th – 29th May):
		  In double room – 600€
		  Individual room – 840€
		  Family occupancy – 840€ 

Extra night – 120€ per room

Extra lunch (for family) – 20€ each

Shuttle:
	 From/To Faro airport – 8€ each /way
	 From/To Lisbon airport – info soon

	
Main Conference: includes
Full access to the conferences
 2 coffee breaks (27th and 28th May) and 1 coffee break in the morning of 29th May.
 Lunch (27th and 28th May)

Presenters
Same price as participants, but price includes 1 special dinner at the beach with the organization and key-
notes speakers, shuttle from/to Faro airport and a beach view room in the hotel (subject to availability).



2nd European Sensory Integration Congress
www.icesi-eu.com

Apar tado 1048
8701-905 Olhão


